On "conservative" estimates of radiation hazards.
The problem of extrapolating radiation hazard risks from high doses to low doses is analyzed in regard to the controversy surrounding mammography in screening women under age 50 for breast cancer. The problem of faulty risk/benefit analysis based on an erroneously high estimate of risk is discussed. The author concludes that a conservative view of risk/benefit ratios is not possible, because equal risk may be associated with performing or not performing a particular radiological procedure.